
Rule Out

Meaning: This term indicates a hypothesis that requires

further exploration but is not confirmed.

Example: A psychologist might state, “Rule out Major

Depressive Disorder,” meaning additional information or

assessment is needed to confirm or exclude this

diagnosis.

Why It Matters: Lawyers should ask whether the “rule

out” condition was addressed and resolved within the

report to avoid uncertainty in court.

Norm-Referenced
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Decoding Psychological Testing Terms in Legal Reports

Psychological testing terms can seem opaque, yet understanding them is crucial for evaluating the utility and
validity of psychological reports in legal contexts. Below is a guide to some commonly used terms in psychological

testing, with explanations tailored to legal professionals:

Meaning: Test results are compared to a standardised sample

to evaluate where an individual falls relative to a typical

population.

Example: A score on an intelligence test might indicate whether

someone performs "within the average range" compared to the

general population.

Why It Matters: Understanding whether a norm-referenced

test is relevant to the case context (e.g., cultural or age-

specific norms) can affect the report's credibility.

Meaning: These scales assess whether an individual

responded to the test in a consistent and truthful manner.

Example: On the MMPI-3, high scores on certain validity

scales might suggest exaggeration, minimisation, or

inconsistent responses.

Why It Matters: Lawyers should critically evaluate how

validity findings impact the overall reliability of the report’s

conclusions.

Validity Scales Base Rate

Within Normal Limits Clinically Significant

Meaning: The statistical likelihood of a trait, symptom, or

behaviour occurring in a given population.

Example: A psychologist might explain that a specific response

pattern occurs in less than 5% of individuals, making it

clinically rare.

Why It Matters: Understanding base rates helps contextualise

whether certain findings are meaningful or expected in a given

population.

Meaning: A result or behaviour is meaningful enough to require

clinical attention, not just statistically abnormal.

Example: A test score might be described as "clinically

significant" if it indicates severe depressive symptoms

requiring intervention.

Why It Matters: Clinically significant findings should align with

the legal question, such as the individual’s ability to meet

parenting or workplace responsibilities.

Meaning: Test results fall within the expected range for

the general population.

Example: A cognitive assessment might report memory

functioning as "within normal limits".

Why It Matters: This phrase indicates no significant

impairment; lawyers should focus on areas flagged as

outside normal limits for case relevance.

Ask Clarifying Questions: If a term seems unclear, request further explanation from the psychologist to ensure full
understanding in the legal context.

1.

Focus on Relevance: Evaluate whether the testing results and explanations directly relate to the legal questions posed.2.
Assess the Application: Consider how the psychologist linked these findings to their broader conclusions and the
implications for the case.

3.

Practical Takeaways for Legal Professionals:


